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'# II. c R ; 1 I A 1 x 5, bv, ” 
* Ju dc have tut raf, in. Earthen Ve 7 7 
T7 NT. PAUL; althoug h he was in a peculiar * 3 
#31 ſenſe the Apoſtle * the Geatiles, yet retains 
2 ſtrong affection for the Jews, who were hy 
- ©» Wi brethren according to the fleſh, and labours a- ; — 
- "BY buodantly to wean them from their ae 8 
53 to the law, and to bring ben heartily to embrac 
de Goſpel of Chriſt. - |. - 
5 It is dich a view 9 chat the Apolile, in 
6. the chapter foregoing that out of which I haye 

- taken my text, is ſetting forth the excellency bf 
: | the Goſpel Miniſtry ; and ſhowing how much 

4 n it is to the legal prieſt hood. The Prieſt, 
of under the law were Miniſfers of the leur ; where: , . 
u the Miniſters ef the New-Teſtament, were 
; Minifters of the ſpirit, and then he adds, be leer 

Lülletb, bat the ſpirit giveib life, ſee verſe 6. The 

. one was the Le of death and condemna- 


iin; the other of life and righteonſneſs,—The one 
a temporary diſpenſation, deſigned to continue 
only for a ſeaſon, and then to be dane away and 
ivo place ta the other But the Goſpel to re- 
min forever, Thos one a * diſpenſation veiled 
| under py, 
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i. - ol of ir, add "to ſignify! what u gt 


. Rr 
5 e 1 and ſhadows the bd mots dla, 


inſomuch that — Goſpel, we do as it were 
rhe = 0 „0. 44 4 90 3 ee 1 „ BY 15 | 

The Apoſtle having. thus eftabliſh'd the —4 
fior excellency of the Goſpel Mioiftry,in eur text 
— chat n= have ais Iraaſurs in u 
veſſels. - 

A treaſure eat: kaow, it fowerhing, that ve 
. eſteem, and ſet a high value upon. Thus when - 
© our Savior would Tet Neon the infigite. "worth and 
| vibellency of the kingdom of heaven ber cd 
pares it to a treaſure id in a lie d. LM. ith, 44. 
3 God expreſſeth his great regard to du a 
dten ef Ifrae), by their being @-proulian wan 
unto him. Zain xix; , Men's treaſyre is what 
tkey highly efteem, what they ſet their--heany. / 
and affection upon; 'agreenble tö chat in Lal, ti, 
300 Where your 'trepſuyr” it, there will "you "iheant 
be alfo. So in dur tent che Apoſtle calls che g 
niſtry is treuſure, to dedoie the — 


— 
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eſtimable blefſi that people e>joy 4 
. - youred with i por f 1. We dave #bis 1 


ſels ate arne brittle, 1 nabe 0 be woes. 
and daſhed ro peites'by innumerable accidents; 
and which though they way-cforpeaccidenri/will | 
in length of dime movlder away. 3 
This I take to be the messing of the E 
in MS.” _ :cordi «dag nr ſhall ts 

| OE} 10M 83. | . forther.” 
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ligh, and the perfotis of aller 


led ; when a een 4 7 wis- 
by Pail and Birnabas „ At 1 Fwd - 


wt, the gods are come dota 
5 xiv, 11, and the priefts'4 


ab to them. This! 


- Sir; 45 4 bis 227495 things?" V a 


vith you, and preach umts yo that 

boald turn from theſe vanities, un the living 

Virſes 13, T4, 15, the petfone'of minifters ate not 
(0 be revered . api ods. The Coriathizns were 
culpable in this retþe&t.: When inſtead of vyiting 
vader the common nas of Chrifians, and ac- 
knowledging Chriſt as theit onlyLord and Maſter, | 
me ſaid I am of Paal, ehe, Len of. Apel: 
For this the Apo 8 | 


vos © 


, ons wit 
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» The miniſtry is one of the gifts of our aſcended 
5 redeemer. ws iv, $11, Anditis 


— 


I. That in a. faithful. Minjlter, they: have 4 
| good cher and guide. 
This is what the world very moch needt in i 


1 by the apoſtacy. - The apoſtle Sy arc 
| the. heathen-as boving 2! 


EE 


| EI xxiii, t, 9, 105 . 
12 trail fallible men: Therefoce dire 
Lee not to 4 had Fug . "EZ WEE 
| ever in the preſent day more iow 
contrary extreme thai this, and dg Hot a 0 
regard for che Miaiftry.. . 
I Miaiſters are faithful they e on; oke 1 to be lx 
1 in leve for their works lake 46, Tu 10 
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4 precious 
gift, and they that are bleſſed. -with. a faithful 
| Miniſter. ſhould be ſeaſible that they dre therdia 
| highly | favored. of God, and that in kim they 
havea rich-creaſure : for this is indeed the e 
ag will appear to every one who cealiders, © 


- preſenc.. dark ſtate. The underſtandiag wi 
dackened by the fall, and the candle, which God 
. at firſt lighted up is man, was well oigh * extiq- 


ing 4 from the li 'e of God, through” th K. 
| norence that A in them,. becauſe ib Aa of 
tbtir. bearts. Eph. iv, 18. Ignorance and dark- 
_ nels had overſpread the world, and it God hd 
not taken compaſſion upos us, and made a reve- 
lation of diviae things to ua, the world had te. 8 
mained in midnight darkneſs co this time: Te idftirutio 
4. is the ſtate of that part of the world, where BY Bur G 


n of the n pel hach Hot 7 qr of i 
, a) 


torſd, M 


*: <p 


he 


fey are ne now. isvorant of FIG true God, of. 
(Criſt, of the way of ſalvation, and in — Un 
chinty about a future fate” of rewards and * 
zſhwents. : SIE 

Well therefore avight St. Peter ſpeak * che 
light of Divine Revelation, as 6 lig bt. ſoining in @ - 
irt place, II. Pet. i, 19. And of thoſe . e 
vhom the light of divine revelation had ſhone, as 

x called derb darkneſs iato marvellous light. 5 

[ Pet, ii, 9. God has is his word made diſco- 


reties of bimſelf, ef his ſon, and of the way of 
| hlyation I” him; and life and immorcality are 


* 


to light by the Goſpel.” . 
Zet notwithſtanding all the light held forth in 
be ſcriptures, yet I 3 not the world would 


ive ſunk, inte Hxatheniſm long ago; if Gap had 
hot committed his oracles to a certain order of 
hen, and made it their ſpecial: boufineſs to Budy 
the ſacred writings, to acquaiot themſelves with 
the truths of his word, and at flated ſeaſgns' to 
ommunicate their: light and knowledge to others. 
Such is the darkneſs of the human miad, ard 
its unaptoeſs to attend to divine things, 
ng ſo-many their diverſions and avocations” 
through worldly concerns, that I believe the light 
of the Goſpel had been long ago extinguiſhed, 
ad the world covered with a cloud, and emerſed. 
into thick darkneſs, if it had not been tor the 5 
laltitution of the miniſtyp. 
But God has fer up /igbts in his church in. all | 
G. of it his Minifters ate called lię bie; Thus 
briſt ſays to his apoſtles, Ze ore hy light of ihe © 
rn, Matt. v. 14. ard to Paul, 7 yy ſu thee. 


1 N 


+» be to: ths Casi, thet thes: Beule be 
| for ſalvation ts the ends of the. earth,. Afts, i 
when Chrift aſcended 6n high, amang other 6; 
be gave to his church (tacbers, and: he Has. made 
it their duty to give themſelves to. 'The 
_ diſpenſation of che Goſpel is is.committed. 10 
and woe be to them if they-preach, not the. Gal 
| poet; if they do not deliver the whole cn of 
God ; if for doctrines they teach: the. cent d 
ments of men if they wa Ga n 
er handle it deceitfully. , 
II is their duty to treaſure up knowledge, i; 
vine knowledge in their own, minds, and to dil- 
go FO ry to their people as occaſing of 
ters and their circumfthaces: require, and I they 
are Scribes well inſtructed, they will briag forth 
out of their treaſury things new and eld, It u 
their duty to inftruR them both, in the de 
and practical truths. of religion. T. Priefi 
As Gould keep knowledge, and the people Lund jul 
the law at bis mouth, for be is the meſſenger of te 
Lord of Hoſts, Mal. i, 7, Tis & great mercy a 
people to have a public teacher, as alſo-a good 
and faithful guide ta whom they. may repair in 
private for direction under all the burtheos; = 
doubts, and ſoul-diftrefſes with which. they are 
at any time exerciſed+; à guide to whom. they 
may apply for direction Kor they walk in dark. 
neſs and fee no light. Theſe are. mercies, 1 
| ſuch a treaſure as this have a people in an able and 
faithful Goſpel Miniſter. Well therefore may # 
people conſider it as one of the ſoreſt dee 


welfare « 
lter fo, 


* rip their 8 into corners, e 
[ar their eyes ſee them no more. 

i. A people have in a faithful Minifer's king 

ad tender father, and on rhis account may be ſaid 
22 him a rich treaſure. 25 
e ind Eliſha cryiog'var after El- ah, when 
bunte from” him, A fotber, m father, & e. 
Lud we find be puſtle calling the people 70 
yhom he miniſtered hin childten, [my "children, my 
kde children, tho wm wine ap 4 5 


| Maifters are ſpiritu e fa- 
ther loves his ehildren,ſo does the faithful Minifter 
his people. The apoltle calls thoſe to h- he 
wrote bis dearly beloved and longrd for. How ar- 
tent muld kris love be, that he could with himſelf 
wivrſed from Cbriſ fas bis brethren, bis kinſmen- ac- 
arting to the fleſh, Rom. in, 3. None but parents | 
ne ſenfible of the tender affection of parenis to 
detrofiprins nor any but fanhful miniſters ſen- 
ile of the tender regards which they bear to- 
ward their flocks, the children that God hath 
tiven them. They pity them under all their 
burdens, ſorrews, and troubles of every kind, and 
wadly contribute all they can to their relief; they - 
xe eyes to the ſpiritually blind; feet to he lame; 
they have the father's: bowels te theit children 
when under temptations and trials and: yoo: 
thize with them in all their afflictions. 10 . 
Again, as the father saturally cares e 5 
velfare of his children, "ſo does the faithful mi- 
biſter for his 138285 r er nn. for 
| A . $6.45 1:33 this 5 


1 


Ton d- 


his, wh therefady the apoftle fn. to the i 
pians I have yo man like minded, who will will vaturalh 
Fare for your fate, Phil. ii. 20. Faithful 
do as it were travail in birth till Chriſt is formed 


in their kearers ; and when through the '«oncur. | 


ring influences of the. ſpirit, they ate inſtruments! 


of begetting any — 6:6 the goſpel, they like 


tender parents nurſe them up; are careful to 

provide food ſuitable for their nguriſhment and 
growth in grace. They feed them with the iin 
cere milk of the word, — they haye ne greater 
Joy than to ſee their ſpiritual children walk in the 
truth 28 St. John ſpeaks, Jabs iii, and growing 
up to the meaſure of the ature of perfe& men in 
Chriſt Jeſus, Now ſuch a miniſter may well be 


eſteemed a great bleſſing to a people, and they 


ſhould not forget that they have 1 rich en 0 
him. Again, 

3. people haye in afaithtol Miniſter, a oy 
lane watchman, and on this account may he 

to have a rich treaſure in him. 


The church at preſent are in * hilltaot gate 


They are in an enemy's country. We have bo- 
tent and ſubtle enemies to confliſt with. The 
apoſtle ſays, we wreſtle not againſt fleſh and b 

but againſt principalities, againſt powers, againſt 
the rulers of the darkneſs of this world, againſt 
ſpiritual wickedneſs in high places. Zpb. vi. Ii, 
God's people lieexpoſed to a thouſand ſnares 100 
temptations, and they need themſelves har be ve- 


' ry » vigilant, and this duty is often enjoined Upon. 


>##, 


ahem | in facred Writs Walch and * bay * er 


7 


" fuck of ( 


45 1 ö 


indo ; jemplation. Mat, xxvi. 1 None mould 
1 ſecure, but every one, be their age or condi- 
too what it will, ſhould keep up a ftrit watch, 
Thos Chriſt ſays 0 his diſciples, What 1 Jo unt 
1ſt al, walcb. Mark xiii, 37. 
And people need not only to watch themſelves by 
hut to have ſome te watch over them, Aad - 
this js one part of the duty of the goſpel minif. 
ter, and he is bet faithful 4 he neglects to watch 
ner the people cammitted to his care. | 
ye called waichmen, and ſaid to watch for Jouls.. 
| God has, as it were, ſet his miniſters upon the 
 paieh tower, that fo they might keep a good look 
out, and deſcry danger at à diſtance, Alt ſo they : 
may ſeaſsnably ſound the alarm and give notice to 
the people, to prepare themſelves * the battle. 
0 Sirg, a faithful W is a nds vlefin 8 
in ſach a ſtate as the preſent. A faithful miniſ- 
teri a vigilant watchman, and therefore 0 ; people 
have a rich treaſure in him. 
4 A good miniſter i is 5 greerbleffiok to a peo - 
ple, becauſe that in him they. have a AU - 
Shepherd, 
The church of God i is often compared to a _ 
hock; thus Chriſt ſays; fear not little flock, &c,— 
Lake, xii, 32, they are called tbe flock of God,— I. 
Peter, v, 2, his ſheep ; and Mioifters are called | 
Shepherds : "Os | 
Their buſineſs is to feed the en of God: 
Thus Chriſt charges Peter, fred my ſheep and fend 
Man; and Mes charges the res feed the 
Land of God WORE. is among 28 . Tbeir 
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| Their buſineſs alſs i is to defend the flock, 


do not, the; ate dot faithful m W 
8 what Chriſt 2 55 
7 zin it is the duty of 2 © . 

guide, and go before their flocks," 19 

las uh them gef a virruous and ky tt, 


briſt ſays, (peaking of the goed Shepherd 


J. goth before them and the Beep fill * 


know bis 2 Jahn, , 4. ved Tiaifter who | 
| _ and immoral i in his life, is far from de. 
ſery! the charefter of faitbful. This ig an ia 
— * branch af his duty, and tharefors (he 
Saris ct charges, Timethy, 3e thou an exampli'f 
is. word,in Conv ſl on, in charity 1 


2 2755 in parity. IF 8 miniſter is not er 
pre cl ing is like bos 


is life, his preac 

„5 41 nenn men, men of [te 
1 rfect examples are nac 
es from „ But if a migifter 
RIO he is falchful he will do, do, go before by 
"Hack i in the;exerciſe and practice of the abriſtin 
he may hope that his people will bearbis 
voice and follow bim. Example is more pow- 
etful than precept. - But not further to enlarge 
upon this head, a people have a rich treaſure in 
2 faithful Miniſter, as they have i in him, 2 good 

Shepherd.” Fifthly, 
5. Faithful Minikers are kant ad fervent 


5 ' Interceiſors, at the thrane of grace for their pet- 


& 2 and o * account are FE DOM 0 


/ 


— 


s io 

'To 

Uſe, 

lerd, 

' Thy 

bo « WY People 

| de- nie fn i Seo? are faichful 

1 raed x cheirknees before” the throws 
| (he . ae, their Jocks with 
ph if commending them to tho ginre 

12 i, Fcking for thine thy mbreios"aviehs | 

- 5 6 2 n . * 


Aud in time of general diſtreſs; they dovbls- 1 
tleir earneftneſd 1 they will not cenſe dayneren ; 
® pray for tbem, but wreſtle 'mightily ron | 
i their behalf; they will pray with 7 n 
r them, and will not ie / 
Rf, till they prevail. And we know tharcehie* _ 
fetual fervent prayer of righteous miniſterbe m 
dell as people, availeth much. How oftendie> -- 
loſes, by his powerful interceſſion, turn away” - 
b from Iſrael, and as it were overpoer God 
J his pleading, —ſee Ex. xxxii, 9, 10, people 
not know how often they are ſaved-fromruin; ' - 
ad how many of their bleſſings they 
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6 Tie truth four our propofition will fire ea 
bear if we - the in 4 faithful miniſter, ; 
have | a fairhful 2 1 5 6 bf 
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+; ties: This is the reaſon. why people an 
ently ſo backward, both to give and receive, 
reproof. It is 1 a very diffſcult duty, and 
todo it tg 
nd — purpole. Hofer all need arte e 
it, becauſe the beſt ate imperfect, make 4 thoy- 
ſand miſtakes, and are often going aſtray; and 
_—_ — , e er alga. 
: very rviceabie, t ble 
God accompanying ie.. The: Platvitt jet 
the righteous ſmite me it ſball be, a kindneſs, and I 
Aus reprove me, it ſhell be an extellent oy! it [ball ue 
break ty bead. Pfal, exli, 3. And the ; wiſe may 
ſays, A. n earring of gold, and an ornament. of in 
old, ſo is 4 wiſe reprover upon an . obedient tar, 
Prov. -xxv, 19: Now reproof is one part of 4 
. minifter*s duty; the apoſtle charges Timochy. to 
 Twprove;\ rebuke and exbors, Il Tim. iv. 2. Andif 
miniſter is faithful, as he will not fail to find be- 
enſion, ſo. he will nov fail to adminiſter reprooti 
and that publicly and privately, as he ſees need 
fol, and however diſguftful this may ſometimes 
be to people; yet it ig really a triendly. act, of- 
_ tentimes does good, 1 heuld. be eftecmeds 
© one. part of that rieh treaſure which a at have 
10 a faithful miniſter.. 

7. In a faithful Miaiſter a people have 3/000 
"one monitor or remembraucer, and coolideredis 
this light, ought to be eſteemed a great bleſſing 
People need not only to be taught and inſtrud- 
ed in we had but to be 92 Par: in * 

0 


« \ | 


| 1 17 F 
1 to be eſs and 
aeg * to a 
and . pt upon pr and therefere. 
Fn re charged not only to teach Hut 40 
bort, yes tO wvre themſelves to exbortation: 
tage this is as important 4 branch ef 
waer, and 2 we 22 1 
B nga 


people in r 
uf things, dP — ae as in II. Ephc hs, 
J not beneght gent to Jo always in rum. 
raw: of thifs } ings, 1 ino them," und de 

i the preſen rk People need'th be 
hinded « of their duty, and to have ir urged and 
. upon them: And they ought to eſteem it a 
gat favor, if God has given them a miniſter who. 
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mad ee Himſelf in chi beließ, azad does not ne- 

of int 

7 e ſtir up their pure minds by way of re- 

f 0, 

of nembrance. © I have one thing more to add, ! 

of 1 1 Ia af tithful migiſter a people have one 
to aninifter e chtiſtian ordinances and break a 
10 zd of ine to cbem ie n e 


parent recelve their childiew from God, fs 
in bur right ad proper that 'they* ſhould give 
them up to him, This is done in baptiſm; abd 
| by tis 1; light our children. are brought idto "the 
ibble church of Ged. This is the badge of a 
Uiſciple of Chriſt. | Baptiſm i is the ſeal of the 
righteouſneſs of Faith. Now none but the mini- 
em of Chrift are authoriſed to confer this badge, 

Further, the ſacrament of the ſupper is's migh- | 
90 comforting, quickeoing and profitable erdi- 
aance, and none * Chrifi's 1 are em- 


\\ 


cu). 


"A ers bis pa d 
And on this acgount a faithful miniſter is aq 
'blefling to a people, as he will not fail to 
every one qualified aad effering himſelf, 3 "oh 
tion in — ſeaſon. I myſt not enlarge. e 
bs been ſaid to ſhew that a people have s fi 
ful miniſter an invaluable e * ene 
: to the ſecond thing, . 
II. This treaſure precious as it is, is cc CRT Ainet 
x Ui eartbes veſſels : Vi bave this tresſure BE 
\veſels, i; e. 48 we have taken notice, in Jdg, 
which as t hey were formed out of: the- ooh, 
like earthen veſſels are frail and brittle, and 
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pared to earthen veſſels, 2, Our bodies like earthen 
_ veſſels are frangible brittle things, and liable to 
be broken and daſned to pieces by innumerable 
8 1 
There are a moldode o diſeaſes to which 
dur bodies are incident, any of which are fulic- 
ent to deftroy them, and render. them unt ts 


b to refide 3 in. * * 


* * Faithfu 
wpoſt'e be 
which lebo 
Lond; an 


5 < "9. 5 


danger not Galy from "diſeaſes, 3 ſmall 
hor, « little fall, may and often has. brought on. 
unt death. It is really « wonder, acd it. mult 
te aſcribed to > he ſpl ition of. Dans. 
Wovidence, that "op dolive to what 3 is 52 5 


j alled old age. | 
3. If our | s eſcape diſeaſes and meet. * 
jo evil — yet like earthen veſſels they will 
i time moulder and weir away. I fay i» fime, 
ul ifideed in 2 little time. Three ſcore year and 
122 is but a ſhort ſpace, and is ſoon gone; and 
jet there are but few that exceed this. Alcho* 
10 violent diſtemper arreſts them, or evil accidene. 
befals them, yet our earthly tabernacles, after 
1few years will decay. Every. blaſt will make: 
them totter, and _ y will ſoon tumble Into 40d 
ad ruun. ZE 
Nothing now remains but that, 1 make « Mr | 
ation of what has been ſaid. Anded 
1. If people have ſuch a rich treaſure . in 4 
faithful Goſpel Miniſter, then certainly they 2 * 
(to prize and Improve it while they h. ve it... 
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| | hive ada rich ereaſure, and it has pleaſed the 
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that in the Apoftolick age | 
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| hut ould take care that thoſe upon hom we ny _WM 
eur hands, are previouſly furniſhed with kao 
| ledge, ocherwile we cannot ——— ed chat 
they will do ſervice in the Miniſtry. © , 
Jam not inſenſible that ſome — Hoe 
[of in enthuſiaſtic caſt, have much ' decried ihe. 
xeed of human learning: But as one obſerves, 
*it is certain that philoſophy and the other ſei- 
«ences, are not only very ornamental to a mint. 
ster, but they are good handmaids to diviniry.” 
And | do not ſee how any can be qualified for the © 
gigifiry, without an acquaiataace with the learn 
ed languages, that eſpectatly,” i in Which the Ne- 
Teſtament was wrote. They muſt alſo be sell 
nad in the Scriptures, and furniſned with know- 5 | 
kdge of the whole body of divinity, otherwiſe 
they cannot declare the whole cougcit! ek iT? 0 
their people. 78 A | 4 4 CP LF 
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: And whenever and wherever theſe ſchools 
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Uity ſoon follows &- 5553 4 6 45 'F 2 
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that he will commit infinite blunders in his creat- 
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10 A him how to conduct in his common con- 
- «rſation among his people z and as one obſerves, 
| this will teach him to ayoida ſtiff affected uncouth 
| gavity on the one hend, and a childiſu unbecoming 
ericy on the other. Upon the: whole it appears 
| tome; that a miniſter — a ſmall ſtock of learn- 
ig and good ſtock of prudence, will be like to 
| do more ſervice than the moſt learned ee 
lellitute of ptuden ce. 
3. Orchodoxy-or- tains] in the faith: is ano- 
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ok Jeſus Chtiſt. The apoſtle charges: Timo-) 
n Fo bold faſt the form of ſound words, II. Tim. 
13. And Tirws, 70 ſpeak the things which be. 
we /ound dofirine. Titus iii. And the Apoſtle in- 
s u 
lab, c. bolding faſi the faithful mord as be bar 
hen taugt, that be may be able, by ſound defirine both 
u exbort and-convince gainſayers. Tit. i, 9. 7e 
Pricft's lips ſbsuld keep knowledge ard the people ſhould. 
ſul tbe law. at bis ee. becauſe be is the: mg" 
if the Lord of Hela. Mal- ii, 7. | 
It is therefore of great importanee- to- the 
Church of Chriſt that the miniſtry be kept pure, 
ee from any dangerous errors ; for if % get 
nt of the way, there is gteit danger that the 
jeople may be led aſtray by them. 80 chat 
peat care ſhould be taken by them with whom 
tlie to ordaig Elders, that they do not introdues 
into the miniflry, but ſuch as are ſound ia 
be faith—— When I ſay. ſound in the faith; mean 
3 theiy- baten e | 


good miniſ- 


it as neceſſary that 2 Biß nu be' | | | 


ta - do@rines- of Chriſtianicy! . 
great and important deftivines of chriffienity, beeui 
it is not to be expeRted that Chriftians will think 
exactiy alike with teſpect to the lefler controveſial 
. Points, and it is no great matter whether they ever 
| ne” - G7od bes ira ipage vp ariſen from 
. on 2 theſe digi Bot however a perfect uniform 
ty of {ſentiments ie not to be expected 
Chriſtiaos or Miniſters in the preſent. ſtate, 250 
Curiſtians ſn ud not be oflended either wih — 
brethren ar miniſters, becauſe they do not think 
with chem in every puactilio-. There ate point 
about which the greateſt and beſt mien differ in 
| ſentiments; and that after many years careful fiv- | 
dy. Theſe are things upon which the life of re- 
ligion does not depend; and 1 do not ſay ic i 
necoſſaty that a man ſhould be orthodox | 
ſpect to ſuch points, in order 6% bin Deine u 5 
miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt,” No, I could cheerfully 
lay hands on one, if otherwiſe qualified, cho did 
not think in theſe things as Tas. Nor indeed do 
I think that candidates ſhould be requited io zue 
an account of their ſentiments upon theſe 3 
It is not to be ſuppoſed that à young mia, was? 
bas had but to or three years to ſtody rei 
in, can have bad leiſare thotougbly to examine | 
choſe marrers, and ſertle Hi n e 0 


on" e | 
However unleſs a man be ith vit ae 
ſpeſt to important points, he cannot be 2 go9 


| miniſter'of Jeſus Chriſt, And I will tel yo > 


e ſuüdgiog, "IF 
3 of doQrines.” Liſt conſider * 
dhe great end und defign of area grants _— EE 
; aud-prajiere un for sven by m 

ike to God and Chriſt. Now when 3 7 
ad is in no great degree affected by a doctrine, ! 
judge that doctrine to be of no great importance. 5 
bot, when I ſee this great deſign to be nearly 
need with a:doftrine, that c rine-is- in/'my 
Amt ion of great i I take this to bös 
the bet rule whereby; to determine | the import-' _ 
ner of parcicular doarines: | And I believe we 
bad need to e xerciſe care, that we do not make 

ko much of our little peculiarities for this 4s %% 

bo common with every ſect and party»: 1 
Love to Chrift and the ſouls of warty is an- 75 
ber qualification, neceſſary <9 form che * mle- 226149 
lter of Jeſus Chriſt; 2 VVV 
Aman may be-a miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt dt; 4 7: 20 
ü, 11d his miniſterial act my be valid: gut 
l| cever be a god miniſter miabous it, becauſe 
thing leſs than this will ſecute him againſt 
efrichfulneſs. Te will aot be willing to en 3 
p the labour, difficulty and ſelf denial receflary, 
order to the faithful diſcharge of bis duty. 
will not willingly ſpend and „ the 
ice of Chriſt and ſouls. He will be apt to deal 

th a flack hand, aud do the work of _ Lord 
gligently. F 1 A | 
lt was the Apoſtle Paul's. ardent dns 10 Chen 
| fouls that ee bim i in * * 3 
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= Adin in all bie ants * 5 Eo OILS 
bil. „ 8, God is nv recot. 4 
2 in the bowels e eee . i ber . 
Cbriß puts it 0 Beer tl hree times over, 
Peer lavetbithou; me? And- — queltion 
mould erety dae, ho is enteting into the mini 
fly, put home top MHiafſelf. and enamise himſelf 
carefully upon it. For though a man hath every: 
other qualification, though be is orthodox in the 
faith and :underfiands: all myfteries and all, koow-, 
ledge; yea though he was ever ſo wiſe and pu- 
; Pc nod could ſpeak: wich the tontzue of men aud 
angels, yet if he have not chirity, i. e, ve:defitute.f 
of love to ehriſt and ſouls ; it cammot; be .expeſted 
£bat he will make 2 good miniſter of Jeſus/Chiilt. 
| _ | -However ve cannot enter inte the hearts; of 
men. We miuſt form out judgment upon what 
* apnea: a And to be. ſure 2 good life is much 
tte beſt evidence, as: it is the ſuteſt index of ie 
best. "This is the rule which Ohriſt 4 gr 
us t judge by, thus he ſays, Fenn nuts ye ba 
Fiete then, Mättezvii, 20o⸗. 
Ibis may ſuffice for the Grit general ching vi. 
_ thequel fications-n y'to form — 
1 Nees 53 * * this is not 
= thing need fa. ev i 
* = au > 9% cis neceſſ Sy aids. to. — 
= beioga good mitiſteridf, | Jeſus Chriſt, - that 5 
= regularly introduced into the muviſtry. - 7 
WW Qualifications for the. miniſtty is not the the h 
4 e a 3 ——_— Many 
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n ds Trays i AS 2 55 
4 nds — . but elf _ 
„ue folemnly feparated to the office, by the lay 5 
ag 00 of —— the 'Freſbytery, nn. 
8 $65 
in order t chick add chriftiinicy' f is em- 1 
ited; and a church pathered\:'civ nece ſſary 3 1 
be prev io fly calſec; to the office by the brethren, „ 
hi evident chat in all times of primitivechriſtian- 
jy, pertieular churches choſe their-own Paſtors," 1 
lone were to be ordained without the conſent - 
people and the caking/away this piviledge- . 
vby Calvin called; RA Ro u Juttly een 
u the church of God. Fe ee 
k u evident from Acta x)] 23. ＋ bar deep 5 
u when they ordained Elders in every chu 2 7 
un by ſuffrages, That text-acco:ding to Betas 
nullation, and agreeable to the © fignification f 
e Greek word may he thus read, ** Cad when they _ 
th lifrages or  cleBliom: created them Elders in _ 
ij church,” And the learned Dr. Cotton Ma- 
u obſerves, Our "Engliſh B bles weer a 
nil they had under gone Epilcopltcortets 00, in 
text put in the ove by eleltion, and the mar- 8 
Jn had this note, 7 be Apeftles did not thruft pk 
into the church 1brough a lordiy Jwperiority, bus = 
Og Placed tbam by the voice of the kr. 1. . 
” But not to infiſt here; after 4 per ſon by e 
luffrages of the peeple choſen to the'office, and® - 
Kcepted of theit call, it remains chat he be „ 
7 — to it by laying on the bands: | 
None have a right to * „„ 
nie offc without ordination. %%ꝙͤĩ re 
. Under. „ 
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1 der Us 4 the High Prieft, the Piet 10 
Levites wert by divine appointment 
. to their ſeſpective eee \—<cr'5 
So like wiſe in the lehtiſtian hail th "ak 
thing was ptactiſed. Barnabas and Paul cee by 
456756 8 ection ſolemaly ſeparated to the-work 
of che miniſtry. Ha, xiii, 1. And the Apoſtles 
] ed elders in every church : ſo like wiſe did 
| Timothy, and Titus ord ain eiders in the churches, 
which dere under their care. Abd when any 
| take it upon them to exerciſe the miniſterial 
function, wichour being ſeparated” thereto,they do 
it at their peril. Uzziah King of Jodak on 
mitten wich leproſy, for ena the priefts-- 
ier which clave to Am t the day ol his deat 
See Chron, xxvi, Tis 

I go'on; it is not only neceſſary,” th . iniden 
he ſeparated to the 'work, but it muſt — 
prayer and faſting 'with impolition of hend 
Thus were Paul and Barnabas 'ordaived, 'a ive 
earn from forequoted Act xili, 25 3. Separate mt 
| Barnabas and Saul for thi work ' whereunts I im. 
called them, und bes they bad ft ? ane projed as 
. aid their bands an them they ſent them away.” '* 

| Yea I proceed further, and ſay tbat ür de 
bande of the Pre/bytery that muſt 0 laid on. 
\ is ny Miniſters that have the power -10 "ordain 
_ iniſters. People have right to ebule cir 
own miniſters, ich it is w-_ delle dba _ 
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4 whole New Teſtament. 'Lthank God thers 
Ie in this land, to confider what vight 
plefol in caſe” of ſome vigent neceflity. . . 4 

Imoſt not I 
ſid to ſhew that 


501 being 2 

by cher 288 "for chi ic, but that 
be kan iocreduced into ot Þ | 

750 now prov 
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ſad he that does not daten do the tes -Y 
means deſerves the character , 
iſter of Jeſus C 
be qualified for the miniſtry, 
er qualified be is, fo bee woes inea-" | 
mlable is he, if his duty is veglefted.. Here it 
my be profitable to deſcend into 
Iwould ſay in the firſt place. 
1. They muſt faithfully p 
me duties of their office, otherwiſe ch 
uf of the charaRer 
meg baren! in en 
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ear. their earns vpap.. ci TO otinuall 
aud when they 11 before You to alk, mercy a, 

. themiſ eyes, they will cry t ck 
B repreſent their fate to the — a tem 
aſk for them 757 particular  mercies which: they 
Kand in veed of . wherhes they relate . $0. ol * 
| dit a time 'of degeneracy. mon ont epi 1 
5 4 iniquiy: abenad, and is the love of many 
Waren 4, be good Miniſter will in his retire. 
E - ment, when, he can unboſom himſelf without of. 
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fence,. lament it before God, and earneſtly — 
on ouznouring /« f bis. JO Te (DAE . has co, 
eoliven and . A Mo 108i ahh 
852, +, The, good min) 2 0 dark Mae wid 
— peaple in alL their, ttoubles, oeh not fall uind. 


ardgyr and.i importunity. to 1 for the .re- 
- moval of theſe judgments, and for. the ſand fes 

tion ot. them. In a. word, be the late of his people 
what it. "aus 7 ol they are. in... 1 gr. 
| 1 the; e miniſfer layt, their caſe beſom 
120 -And he not only makes mention of them. 
ö e bas he labours fe;vendly: in 


ſufficiency for *. e abe which bei 
bs called 
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are not now to pl to be EY by (ES: 
revelation, as the apoſtles were oa the day of 
pentecoſt ; No, God has given us his. word, o 
This we muſt repgir, and by hard ſtudy, and: gloſp 

ication, endeavour to find out the miod gad 
" | of God therein revealed. And that migilter , 

daes not cthys do, 25 far ns his confticution- 
** circumſtances will ao, in undoybtediy de. 


fettive in his duty. However, it muſt ay" 


_ membered, that the geniuſes of perloos- ace 

| ferent, Some do things with more eaſe and d 
Hated Gap. — he health of ſome . 2 

unr application © 

reading, that others Fo bear without for ui 
venjence: And ye more. npceſſary avd- 
cations than others, They are obliged o 
labour in che . field, 2d. cannot = themſelves 


This ww 
kficieat 
their office 


* 8 un 


ſo much time in their ftudy. as.is to. be deſired. . A 


All cheſe things are to be con ſideted 3 nec 
has no, law, our. tend neecMicies muſt be lyg-- 
4 aken care of; and. dur pet. 
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n 11 * who rs repair . 
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quires m 

erſons un! 

Mdeule te 
I when x 
wiſter is 
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1 ififfance under their trials tend &. 
wkneſs and difficulties of various kinds, * thiok - 
canner reaſonably be expected of miniſters, tha 
dey ſhould go from houſe to houſe, through their 
xchect ve pariſhes, and by particular enquiry. ace. 
quiot themſelves with che ſtate of their flogks,. 
Thy would take up fo much of their time, that 
þficient would not be left for the other duties of. 
their office. - 
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jh, if they want the advice and aſſiſtanee of their 
yoiſter, to repair to them, and freely open their 
be And then if they are good miniſters of _ 
ſus Chrift, they will de all they 1 1 fd their. 
[nc by advice inftr „ warning and 
rt as the caſe requires: Th; "lt we 2 
vr to enlighten the ignorant, aw 
24% the wavering, refolve the deubtir g, ſup» 
it the tempted, and comfort the «Ml cted, and _ 
lu is a part of their duty which calls for the er- 
* a great deal of wiſdom and prudence. It 
9 the tongue of the learned, to know. bow 16% 
/ Saws in ſaaſan is bim that is w fs 
3 ſays, a eee is like apples of # 
4 Is pifares of filver z; buta 2 unſeaſonablx 
ken may be of Gdaagerops con ſequence. Per- 
© there is no part of a miniſter's duty that 
quires more wiſdom, than the treating with 
e r ſoul concerns. It is often very 
ificule to determine when to cheriſh con viction 
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wiſter is concerned * to drive ſouls to 
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koems to me t0'by rather the diity of the N y 8 
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d when to adminiſter comfort: And the goed i 


„ 4&4 * 
ene. of his ge 
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cum! beer in bs whole watk und dedavenr tk 
| 21 25 he is in « Ty Sis 


dc noe d 4 Fey's vices; for whict 
reptoves others, but goes before his people 
practice of every virtue, cavfing the” et ol of bi 
- .exampleſo to ſhine before men, that they "Teeny 
his good works may gforify our father viel 
| heaven, and ing he may body calf upos them 
and ſay, av holy Paul, 50 Fol wer's rf e, et 
| ar 1 4% am of Chr. hot . 1 3 hg 773 
"Tis is an efftncial ſtroke in "he chi cer of 
the ea Miniber- Without 4 ſdber fegule fe, 
we cannot be good men, muri leſi got nien 
If miniſters are not meu of good morals, they d. 
honor their office and do ' difſhonor to him that 
employs them, and probably will do infinitely 
mare hurt to religion by their example, than chey 
Pom do fervice to it, by 192175 preaching : | 
Fore ugli by ſhould peak wick the Tronguerel 
men and of angels, yet their preaching would bs 
litife regarded, "whike the wit Fedneſs of their 
lives demonſtrated char they were not in earnef, 
and paid nd regard to it themſelves, 

| However, thodgh miniſters arg atider peculur 
obligations to be fri&ly virruous in their Ive, 
| yet there are none df os, but what need the can- 
 dowr of our people. Th y ſhould remember 
a char we ate burmen, men o * N * Ln 
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— NET" he Will 1 
de things - ji which: are not 5 vicious. 
bee, and ae e. in thenſejv Roe 
cent, And perhaps, as one obſerves,. ' «6 too - 
and toq rigid a ſeverity. in — 
hg L298 A an 2 
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f Fa. would 
Aer is the. 7 tion to God 
jer, and leads i in hy 1 part- © of I 
hip 4 ſo_ he is concerned to prepare. 
that duty, that both matter and manner meg 
Þ aceptable chrough. Jews Chriſt,in, whoſe nome. | 
ka yays comes. Go 5 en : 
he hopes ca, be $M] £77: * 18 8 
Bade to this oa 7 — what: Go ans 40 bo 
Leben ; what bleſhogs, are needed for ſoul and: 
for himſelf and 0 4 for the churab a 
Nd, and for the whole world. He  copfidere-! 
t mercies then have received hieb call-for 
Kkful notice 3 that ſo he mag order bis. ſpeech. 
n before God. ., That his prayer may beper- = 
bent, and well adapted 10 to the circumſtances of - 


eg »ho. offer then Hin 


age Ee gh oy to. be ange „„ 
4 that. . congregstion m Join; E 
m and pray. wich: the underſlendieꝶ fen as; / 
ele ſpeaks, If we pray in as unknown 
nir ftandisg is unfruitful. Again, | _ The 
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The gesd miniſter i is not oy concerned 
e of his prayers be ſuitable and alt 
fly expreſſed, but alſo that that they come . 
© heart Taiſed and . 
While be is eluting 1 that great God! * 2 
hw the ſeraphims VA their faces, ' with + 
holy awe and reverence does be perform it! © 
Hos los does he fink while making confelin 
of fin, and how ready to aggravate bis guile? 8e 
in thankſgiving he is concerned that every word 
ſhould flow from a heart filled with love and gu- 
titude to the father of the Univerſe, who is goed 
to = _ whoſe tenden meteies is over all iu 

wor 1. Again, e 

The good miaiſter labour to polen bis mind 
Sith a ſenſe of his need of the divine bieffiagg 
and of the importance of obtaining them, chat 6 
his heart may be earneftly eng N while” he is 
offering up the prayers of the People, \ Ard. if ut 
any time he is lifeleſs in this duty (us 18 ſometimes 
the caſe with the beſt of men) it is His vn 
| burthen, and he does not fail with ſhame 1d 
bluſhing to lament it before God in ſecret, ® 
Again, The good miniſter of Jeſus Chill 
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' faithfully preaches 55 word to his people, * l ip any in 
Preaching the word is one on wires importing matter 0 
part of the miniſter's work. . theater 

Tbe Apoftle Paul charges Timo 5. . Veertain! 
, and the good - minifler is concerned to 08 word of C 
his duty faichfully, - As Chriff has committed WEE tunci] of 


kis' "miniſters eee 
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54. lo the god miniſter takes care to preach 
id char only. The apoſtle fays, F a mas 
10 rtherwiſe, aud con ſent not 18 wholeſome words, 
fo the words of our Lord Jeſus Chrif, DIS the 
41 ictor ding #0 godline/s, be 
wine #otbig It is required: of Miniſters chat 
0 fa + / faithful pron #5 they bave deer 
«Ivy chat they /peak the things which become 
dodtrint ; that they 97745 the preaching 
ach God bids them, and that they do not preach. 
he doctrines. the commandments cf men. The 
miniſter conſiders bimſelf as Chriſt's Am- 
edor, and therefore delivers his meffages, and 
kcordingly all the dofrines which he preaches 
xe taken from the word of God, the ſcriptures of 
koch. It does not ſatisfy him that a doctrine 
kiwonizes with the ſentiments of ay may or 
body of men, however great or venerable; His 
ly enquiry is, N bat ſaith the ſcripture ? And 
whatever he finds to be matter of Divine Revela- 
log, with reſpe& to any important point: That 
he does not forupie to os, to his people ; even 
fiough it ſhould expoſe him not only to obloquy 
I reproach,” but to perſecution and ſufferings, 
That man who has not fortitude enough to preach, 
ip any important doctrine, which be finds to be 
matter of divine revelation, is not worthy ebe 
thrafter of a god miniſter of Jeſus Obtiſt. le 
h certainly our duty, 28 to preach nothiag but the - 
wrd of God, fo not to ſhun to declare the whole 
2 of God, i. , e e reh * of 
. 5 * 
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There is certainly. a great difference 1 in; « * 5 
truths in reſpect of their importance, ſome we 


neceſſary. to be known, others. we may ſafely be | 


e of, yea ſome things chat are niatter 
vine revelation, the 
have neither ability nor leiſure thoroughly f 10 en 
mine. Nor do I think it is the duty of miniſters 
to perplex the minds of their illiterate benen 
with ſpeculations upon abſtruſe ſubjefts, which 
men of letters and leiſure, are not able to inveſt; 
gate. 


deal much i in controverſy; I can fee no goed 
end that it can anſwer, and I em ſure many by 
conſequences are like to ariſe from it z particular- 
ly a eententious diſputetious temper, which eats 
out the, very vitals of religion, and deſtroys that 
charity which is ths characteriſtic and glory of the 
Chriſtian. It is go mark therefore of 2 10 
_ viſter, that he does not deal muck in theſc poio 
— ng the contrary the goed miniſter will Po 
chiefly on truths of the greateft importance, fuch 
as the being, perfection and works of God---elpe- 
cially the great work of eur redemption by. Jew 
Chriſt ; ſpecial care will be taken to explain the 
way of ſalvation ; to open the nature and neceſſity 
of faith and repentar ce. And I muſt think that 
miniſter very defective in his. duty, who negle&s 
to urge the abſolute neceſſity of purity of heart, 
and holineſs of life ; becaule it expoſes him to the 
ing of of bong and ined ws a0 oo. he u 
in er * walin ned as an rminian, 
* * , Legalliſt, 


— 


generality of our people 


And it appears to me ſpecially prot} to 
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oe er this h 


id import! 
Pot] mi 


Put the got 


te doRrint 
tir they Aa 


the ſtate ant 
ed miniſt 
1 lock, ane 
of Divine | 
my come 
peat deal. d 


a bes 

er, an 
bw requ 
mites 1 


he dec. for FP n our wat are not to * 
25 todepend upon Ne merit of their works yer.” 
hett of heart-and life are to be preſſed as 1b 
wont which they cannot ſee God. Thus the 
file directe Titus, chapter 3d, verſe 8th. This 
bs 12 ſaying, and theſe 3 1 will that thou 
ds conftantly, that they which have believed in Cod 
jr le careful lo maintain good works, theſe things _ 
je ond profitable unto men. I. ſhall only add 
r this head, that as the good minifter urges _ 
þ Chriſta duties, ſo he enforces them with 
lian motives; with the arguments of the 
wpel, ſuch particularly as a future flate of Tor. 
b and puniſhments. | 
[An whoever thus 
_ ſenſe preach Chrift.. Preaching Chriſt is 
z more nor leſs than preaching the wes S 
{important doctrines of the Goſpel. _ | 
"Vit 1 muſt not enlarge Here, but go on to ſay,” 
t the good miniſter is not only concerned that 
er which he preaches ae true, but 
ut they are ſeaſonable truths, well adapted to 
te fate and circumſtances of his = The 
ved miniſter is concerned to lenow the ſtate of 
ufock,and attentively confiders the diſpenſations 
if Divine Providence towards them, that he 


4 


peat deal depends upon rightly timeing things. 
ut is beautiful at one time that is unſeemly ac _ 
er, and much miniſterial prudence and wiſ- 
"as requiſite in order to nick favorable oppor- . 
Bnities, It is given, as part of the _—_ 5 
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preaches, does in ithe true 1 85 


hoy come to them with a word in ſeaſon.” A : 
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eat five words with bir wnderflanding,. 


words in an unknown LOny 


plauſe of weak people, who canfider it as an f. 


tendency todo good to ſouls, 


_ and the pompoſity of ſome writers wh ſeem to aim 
more 8 found thas ſeuſe. 


* 


| wiſe 3 by our blefſed Lord, that be | ve The r 
bis heuſhaid their meat in da ſeaſon and it is pa ſoity ol 

ol the character of a good miniſter that he feed proportio 
his flock with ſeaſonable troths ; ſuch as they cu : And 
© bear; ſuck ar they need; ſuch ay, all things c 00% wore ace n 
fidered, 18 like tO do them moſt good. of 8 low k 
But I muſt not enlarge here, but go on why words.” 
thar the good minifter i is not only careful with te (uit an o 
ſpe to the matter of his ſermons, but alſo chai ninner n. 
his thoughts are cloathed in ſuitable language. If bes ers.“ 
the matter of our ſermons is ever ſo good, and the eas, fo / 
ſentiments ever ſo juſt and weighty,yet it chey. eee of ch 
expteſſed in as unknowns longue, the audience cad. Let me 
not be edified. e manner of 
The good miniſter defires to be underſtood, te attent) 


and therefore ſpekki in the moſt plain, eaſy, add ld it is 
intelligible language, which he can. He adapu de mini ſte 
himſelf to the underſtanding of bis hearers, added © 
with the Apoſtle Paul, is the church bad rather Wierer not 
that by bis Gravity 
vice be might teach others alſe, Iban 5a thouſerd Wh derer m 
„ By quotipg Hebrev, klyering 
Greek and Latin, --by flights of Poetry a0d Wh one ob 
flogrithes of rhetoric, a minitier may get the *p- ve—ft 

nbecomin 


ry gratin 
ut moſt x 


' Proper c. 


dence of deep learning : But I ain lore it hay * 


However a miniſter needs to ayoid a Joy grove- 


ling flile, When he is treating {6 Kigh and de. Wy 4 pity 
| ble? a. ſubje& he ſhould not grovel io the duſt, bot oth, in 
mould keep a due mean, between a. 19% flatneſt, lic ſpea 


. * * ; 1s 


— 


A 53 * 3 


/ The rule given by Ariftotle i is this, 6 the true 
| bgnity of dition is preſerved, if it bears ſome 
portion to the things which are to be expfeſſ. 
eh: And it is thus when matters of a grand na- 
e ace not ſpoken of, in a mean way, nor things 
dz low kind cloathed with us and ſublime 
words.” And Cicero ſpeaks of it as the greateſt 
falt an orator can commit © to ſpeak in a Ale and 
manner ot adapted to the underſtanding of the 
beers.” As the uſe of words is to convey our 
Ben, fo that ftile is the beſt which conveys the 
eſe of the ſpeaker moſt clearly and conciſely, 
Let me add further v pon this head, that the 
nanner of the delivery is a matter not "upworth 3 
be attention of the good minifter-of Jeſus Chriſt, 
lud it is pity that it is no more attended to by 
the miniſters of Chrift than it 4s, It has been 
ſerved of the Engliſh preachers, * none preach - 
better, none deliver worſe.” “ 
Grvity becomes the miniſter every where, but 
I tever more becoming thas in the pulpit, when. 
klvering the divine meſſages to the people. Then 
one obſerves, the merry jcy al air ate highly of- 
* ive—the four diftcried countenance | very / 
becoming the whinnipg tone and noily. yell”. 
ey grating. Every man eannet make an orator, 
nt moſt men might be made tolerable ſpeakers, 
proper care 'was taken of them while young, 
d 1 pity that more pains are not taken wi 
Nth, . in our Colleges, | to form. them for 
wlic f hang oO er, 
There is OY 2 great deal depe 
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8 40 n . a en diſcoutle 3 is TS on the ſ 
underſtosd for being proporly delivered more often co 
like te take hold, make Saas * _— haſt minds b 
ing influence. vill allo 
But I muſt leave this ad 9 to ſay, * many po 
good miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt will faithfully ad- engage 
miniſter the ſacraments of the Neu- Teſtament, Wl airy. | 
baptiſm and the Lord's ſupper, in their proper It is a 
bog ſuch as are qualified for them, and to WI won us, 
none but ſuch. WE prieftbooe 
And laftly, he will alſo with 5 conſent of the 1 the re 
brethren, adminiſter the cenſutes of the church ed by 
to thoſe who are obnoxious to them, without fr. the moſt 
vor or affection. . bught to 
As the keydof the kingdom of heaven are com- Now the c 
mitted to him, and as Chrift has made him ruler ver whic 
over his houſtald, ſo the good miniſter will ot ixcentive t. 
fail to do his part to uphold the government and ruft, and 
diſcipline of his church; in this, as in every other Chriſt h. 
2 of duty, cakiog,! the t of Chriſt. for his. o mi 
irectory. 5, ——-J. 
Thos I have attempted. the character of the 9” of tbe 31 
| good minifler of Jeſus Chriſt— the draught is 
trough much more might have been ſaid,---But 
I have left myſelf but little oem for the ſecond 
thing propoſed, where much, very much might be 
_ ſaid, and i is high time to come to it. 
Secondly, my brethren will permit me to re- 
mind them, and | eſpecially myſelf of the oboe 
we ate under, ſo to behave in the miniſtry, #. 
that we may merit the character e miniſter 
of- 7 eſus Chr it, * 1 
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Ido not pretend to ſuggeſt any thing new up 
' 0a the ſubje& ; any thing but what you have 


nnd by way of reniembrance'; and the time 
jill allow me only juſt to hint at ſome of the 
may powerful motiver, which offer themſelves to 
engage ut faithfully to do the duties of the mi- 
wry. Here th. a or 

It is a great honor, that Chriſt has conferred 
won us, by entrufting vs wich=this office. | The 
reſthood was always efteetned honorable, This 
yu the reaſon why Aaron and his family were fo 
wied by their brethren. They are employed in 
the moſt noble ſervice, and if they are faithful 
tught to be eſteemed worthy of double honor. 
Now the conſideration of the diftioguifhing ho- 
wr which Chriſt has put upon us, ſhould be an 
beentive to us, te, be faithful to execute our 
tuft, and behave henorably in our offices Again, 

Chrift has committed a great truſt to us, - He 
iu committed. his goſpel to us. Thus the Apoſtle 
peaks, -I. Tie. i, 1 I, according ts the glorious goſ- 
ji of the bleſſed God, which was committed 10 my 
m7, He bas alſo put the fouls of his 


i | people 
ito the hands of his miniflets, and committed 
nem to their care ; and theſe are infinitely more 
lleable than their bodies and eftates. Nom has 
chriſt repoſed with us ſuch an invaluable trez- 

ire? Has he committed to us the ſouls which © 
„hu boughe with his own blood? It will be 
atemely diſhonorable, yea mean and bale, if 
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wt, and act unfaithfully. Again. My 
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often conſidered, I aim only to flir up your pure 


de ſhould abuſe his confidence, betray ſuch a 


% 


J 
Ne. I N — 2 - * 


. — —ͤ  ..<- 
_—_— * 
= 29 ia Fx 
bv 4 
n 


EIS 
— 
n 


— * 5 . 5 5 7 * n 
* a; & i * VI 1 — rr 8 4 * * 
4 * 4 . "I 8 5 ws J% & 1 5 
——— — OE ans hd — n 5 . > # tes he ä — apt 1 a . . 
7 4 - y __ * —_— ROE 12 > —— on * PUR b — q 
OPER . EK : 1 PETS A 8 7 |: * * 
n 3 * 4 e ae tA os 38 N a 2 2 1 


be . a — 
r 
A © ea ERIN , 


» , 
-. = 


58 ; bly doubt our love to them if we ſuffer 1 


* 
5 4 F, ; 5 Ty . 
'S LOR %s; 


od are upon 
x IT | faichfally to perform the duties of our 
his we id in the preſence of God, 0 

before his people. ; and what an awful thin 
it be to be found guilty of the breach 12 
ſolemn engagements ? O Sits, we have ſvoru and 


tor our own fouls ſake let us. perform it. Agaifi, 
T hope we have all of vs' ſome regard "the 


" 


| honor of Chriſt, and to. the n of hu K 
do in the word. „ 
It was wick a view to ſervt thee | eat A 
the Chriſtian miniſtry was inftitu „ and 1 trcf 
that theſe were eur views in undertakib the 
work ; and if we keep theſe great object: in eb 
' they will powerfully ftimulate vs oh. to che faith 
ful diſcharge of he duties of our office. Ante 
us never any hew | 1 Chrift. it vi 
by the miſconduct and falls: "if his miniſters 4 #1 
- how greatly religion baoTuffered by this: means; 
| and may the conſideration of this have, its propei 
. 1 and I am fure if it has it will niake 04 
very watchful, that we do not through. but uf 
faithfulneſs, and miſbehavior, g ive e x 
enemies of eficiſtianityto blaſpheme.\, ooh 
. Again, I preſume we hav all w1 ws i tome hr 
F 8 the wo outs! of our people, and that our beeps ' 
ayer for them is that they. may | 
| 2 us then earneftly | erdeavor, their. age 
=; 5 in order to this, let ys in every. eſpett faith 
fully fo our duty to them, They may reaſons 
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. 1 0 Our ordination, we Nr 
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aitruct, 
way « 
ſaved. 
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fithfulne 
ny, in 
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Bat,my 
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kcieat « 
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quired at 
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10 means to reclaim them ;; yea; if we do bot 
aud, reprove, rebuke, exhart, and in the | 
way compel them to come in 5 the 
faved. O Sirs, let us cherifh 


Lifulneſs, Tea, if, we gre qualified for the mis _ 
iy, in ether 'reſpeCts, and have a proper rogers 
lr the ſouls of our people, we. cannot we 
cherwiſe, than good Mipiſters of Jeſus Chriſt, 
Bat,my brethren;if we had no other motive; on 
wold think, that loye to our own only would be 
ieat to Excite us to oye ourſe v . 
4 of 1425 Chriſt. a * . 
Mioiſters have 4 double bond upon them to. 
| faithful, inaſmuch a their. un ſouls, halt 
one ſepſe the ſaul 2 of their people. i Bok ay 
Thus the fi ri urges 2 0 1 ph, i iv, 
. unta R unto thy conti, 


them, fer in doing. 1 WW ave. 175 
44 VO: The tin ae 57 5 | 
, and 


1 5 are 
138 e fo I 


al be requip My 
mich for ala. 9 N 
herwiſe we canng. giveup our ö = 

We are ſet as watchmen, it is our duty fache 
Y io warn the people when danger. approaches. 
[ve fleep upon the watch; or if we neglect To 
ſve the people warning, and the ſword E 1 
nd any of aur people be e ill! 
peed At wa Nach Yee EZkEk. 7 6, A 
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bon in hs hs road to e and uls | 


within our ay. 
he teadereſt concern for the beſt intereſt of out 
ple, and this will be a powerful motive tc 
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our duty faithfully, and I canon 
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4 DOR an awful * will it be to *. the blood 
ol ſouls to anſwer for at that day? How Mall ve 
hold up our heads under the charge of it? br. | 


faithful miniſtersmuſt expect a heavy puniſhmeng, 


34 an awful doom. But then my brethren, if we are 
faithful to Chriſt, our great Lord, and to the fouls 


which are committed to our care ; if we ate in. 


deed good minifters of Jeſus Chrift, even tho* our 


- labors ſhould not be ſucceeded ; yet our reward is 


. ſure, elibough Ira be 101 . N. ball my Ly 
2 glorious is the ches of the Lord. 


But if God ſhould concur with our fincere en- 
deavours for the good of ſouls, and make us fve- 
ceſatul inftrumencs of awakening, convincing and 


converting finnersz and of building vp his 
ehurch i 


the word. Then we may expect, when 
aſe God ts remove. us from the ſphere in 
| bas placed us here, to ſhine with pecy- 


liar luftre in the erbs bebe For God has affur- 


ed that they that are wiſe Ball ſhine as. the "brightneſs 


of the frmament, and they that turn mma hy Jo right ouſ- 
5 meſs, 4s the Bars forever and ever, Ly, 


My Brethren, we have hrs Wore to 45 
ot” take leave of 


you, withbut earneftly wiſtfing that” we may, allef 


uz, feel the weight of them, 255 live under the in- 
| Nivence of chew. Then ſhall ge be good mig 
tert of Jeſos Chriſt. ve RITA 


It is time 1 turned* _ to this” my younger 


-. biother, who is now to be © introduced” into the 
2 ank at whoſe 15 T now ftand in this 
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nſeful Ki 


| purticula 
| Rudy of 
| make th 


ue now to be e into "the office, 1 hs 


FI, 


J | 

72 bpoſition of hands, and to have the ovetfight of 

Un: dn church and congregation of the Lord Jeſus |. 
ens, WY Cbritt, ſpecially- committed to you. - wi 
Ears BY Nothing remains but that I exhore you fd = 
ſouls WY folly to diſcharge the duties of the office, and Big 
"in- WY prove yourſelf = good miniffer of Jeſus Chriſt, 1 
dur WY This is what Chrift requires of you. This is | if 
An bst this people juſtly expect from you, and to 

ve be BY ibis you are preſently to receive a ſolenin charge 


in the name of the Lord Jeſus. It will be an aw- 
ful thing if you ſhould break theſe ſolemn vows, 
/ud betray the great and important truſt which is 
ts be committed to you, You will hereby great- -- 
V diſhonour Chrift, and injure Chriſtianity— Tou 
ill endanger the precious ſouls of the dear people ; 
W of your charge, and not only. to, but endanger - 5 
| your own ſalvation. _ 1 

Theſe things I hope you have e with Fil 
ſeriouſneſs, and that it is your fixed lettled reſolu- 
| tio faithfully to do your duty. - 

Now if you would prove yourſelf a good mia 
difter of Jeſus Chrift, you muſt be much in your 
cloſet, and upon your knees, and in prayer to od 
for yourſelf and people; ſeeking the divine pre- 
lence and aſſiſtanee, and commending yourſelf, 
niniſtratrations and flock to the Ged of all Grace 
ind Mercy, 
| You muſt be much in your ſtudy, treakerian op 

vſefu! knowledge here with to feed your flock & 
| particularly let me recommend to you the diligent 
| ſtudy of the ſacred ſcriptures, which are able to 
| Make the man of God Pee e I e + 


by . 


19 ue 3 you to read the New Teſlamest i in am thoſe 
- 1 tongue, and do not loſe ſight of the mction 
main ſcope and deſigu of the writer, This you MW jour * 

will 8 8 to be great help te the underſtaudiog wijtable, | 
| ſhe particular paſlages.. Tet after all you are. — ir enot 
expect to meet with things in the lncred. en Soughts ab 
Whieb are hard to be yade: ſtood. ommon 
However though you ovght not to vegle& y; your Wriſe you 
ſtud es, yet prudence is to be exerciſed here. bu lam 
Many minſters have hurt their health, injured od. Let 
their pſefulneſs, yea ſhortened their days, by too portant t 
ſedentary à life, and top cloſe application ro fiudy, Mich expl: 
Aad as your conſtitution is not very firm and to. ior ſcripti 
buſt ; let me adviſe you to mingle a goed degree Wii your 
of exerciſe with your ſtudying, and to fludy while" em, and t 
| V you exerciſe. Neceſſity has obliged me to this, r enforce 
ud I know by experience, that it is no very diff: WW the goſpe 
cult ching ſors man to get into a habit of think- il not alle 
ing, while walk ing or riding, And if miniſteri did ur duty a; 
more towards preparing their public diſcourſes on i 1ederb 
the horſe, and leſs in the ſtudy, it would be more , trat. 
for their health, 24 in no degree injurious. to. ent; yo 
theit. people. „ A and 
But to return, 2s it is your. duty 10 ſtudy, and {Minſcieocior 
_ "particularly to Rudy the ſacred, writings, ſo you Good ! 
- do it, with; a view to fiad the truth. In order iſ bope fo, 
do this, you muſt be impartial in your fearch and br miniſtr 
examination, not bending the ſcriptures to your {ſt vorld w 
e . notions, - , ny haneftly.. groundiog Wy be aſſu; 
your ſentiments upon „ And having Nor glor 
- diligently fought out the truth, you ace to com- Wl would of 
N to the people 3 not holding bac K any | i few thi, 
that my * Oe ie them; Swe 0 have cal 

from” 1 


jen thoſe who halt tepdlr | to 6 hol ebe, . ; 
gtroftion and advice, nor from the congregation, * 
bur public preaching. 1 ſay a thing that- 45 5 


4 enough for men of leiſure to exerciſe their 
tooghts about, that are not worth while to trouble 
Lommon audience wich. Let me particularly 


riſe you not to deal in controverſial matters * 
| = [am perſuaded done much more hurt than 

Loet your preaching be chiefly upon the 
bportant truths and duties of chriſtianity. Theſe © 
hit explain and confirm with arguments taken 
ro- er 17 and reaſon, and endeavour to efta- 
ree your hearers in a well grounded belief of” 
ile" 2 d theſe duties urge upon their prafice,” 
e, n enforce them with the motives aud 5 


{ the goſpel 3. and in a word, for 1 find the kime 
hill not allow me to go over the ſeveral parts 

ir duty again, Study to be yourſelf a works. 
wedetb not 10 be aſhamed, rightly dividing ihe 
Wl of trutb. Let your oo gut be devout and 
went; your preaching ſolid, weighty and erb- 
nl; and above all let your life Ds enemplary. 5 


ſcienciouſiy do your duty, and then ſhall v 
ov {Wt:Good Minifter of Jeſus Chriſt : Theo ar 
ler r hope for the preſence of Chriſt with you 5 
od r miniftry 1 then may you expect to paſs thro? 


* vorld with honor, or however that be, you. 
Wy be aſſured of meeting acceptance with s 


bg of a glorious reward in a future world. 

w. loud only. aſk your patience further while 1 | 
few things to the church and congregation,” 5 
jet lo have called us 8 here at this time. 2 
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j1able, becauſe there are many things which it 
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5 you eſteem. i it e and- will efleem 
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Peer brethren, when in the laſt, year we; "vers 
called to coudole with you upon a very melanchgly 
opcaſion, vez. the removal of our late Rey. Paltor 
and our dear biother, we felt with yon and we felt 
for you. Tae death of 10 worthy à man, ſuch 'z 


faithful. friend,. exemplary Chriſtian, and. pioug 


miniſter, as was your Mr. Parſons, was enough te 


| draw-tears from all our eyes, M y Brethreo,” wg 


Wl, filled with compaſſion for' ou, when we ſaw 
you as, ſheep without a ſhepherd”: And when ve 
e the ſtate of the country in general, and 
your particular circumſtances, we were full of 
Tours, leſt yoa would Jong continue in your delt 
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